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heard from was Isaac Lidsky, a young
man from my Congressional District.
For Carlos and Betty Lidsky, Isaac’s
parents, the fight for a cure is one they
struggle with on a day-to-day basis. Of
their four wonderful children, Izaac,
Ronit, Daria, and Ilana, three are
stricken with this devastating disease.

At our briefing, their youngest,
Isaac, talked to us about how the dis-
ease has affected his life, and although
he has an unwavering optimism that
one day soon a cure will be found, he
also expressed frustration from know-
ing that the possibility for a cure is
out there waiting, but because of lack
of sufficient funding for research, he is
slowly losing his sight.

Promoting important research ef-
forts and wonderful, nonprofit organi-
zations like Foundation Fighting
Blindness, which are on the cutting
edge of new procedures, and which have
dedicated scientists working tirelessly
to eradicate these diseases, is crucial
at this juncture.

The National Eye Institute, which is
a division of the National Institutes of
Health, is a critical player in the fight
to save the loss of sight caused by ret-
inal degenerative diseases. Their role,
however, has been impaired to a cer-
tain extent because of the lack of suffi-
cient funding for continued research.
Over the last 13 years, funding at NEI
has grown at less than one-fourth of
the rate of the National Institutes of
Health.

There has been a considerable effort
to double the funding provided to NIH,
but this effort needs our help. Research
has made excellent progress. Groups
like the National Eye Institute and the
Foundation Fighting Blindness have
conducted terrific research in this
field. Their scientists have made in-
credible progress in understanding the
biological processes of these diseases.
They have been able to identify and
isolate many of the genes that cause
retinal degenerative disease.

There have been significant discov-
eries also in the area of molecular en-
gineering and gene therapy. Tremen-
dous advances have been made in the
lab with vectors, which are modified vi-
ruses that transport normal replace-
ment genes into cells to help them
function. This past year also there was
significant improvement in the new
generation of vectors which have the
potential of being safer and more effec-
tive.

Science is now, Mr. Speaker, at a
critical turning point. Researchers are
ready to take the knowledge that they
have gained from basic research and
transfer it to clinical research that will
create the foundation for future treat-
ment and therapies.

Let us make a difference in the lives
of these 6 million Americans that are
already affected, and those many mil-
lions who are yet undiagnosed. Let us
support the wonderful research efforts
through increased funding for these
agencies, these agencies that are mak-
ing remarkable steps, and that con-

tinue to give us hope and renew our en-
ergies toward finding a cure; for a cure,
Mr. Speaker, will come.

Let us work together to plan for a fu-
ture where funding will not be the ob-
stacle to curing the vision loss of peo-
ple like Isaac and his sisters. Now is
the time to take advantage of these
scientific advances, and with adequate
funding, Mr. Speaker, there is, indeed,
a cure in sight.

f

A TRIBUTE TO LOUIS GOLDSTEIN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, with the
death of Louis Goldstein on July 3,
Maryland, as well as the entire coun-
try, lost a great patriot, dutiful public
servant, and loving individual.

Louis Lazarus Goldstein died at the
age of 85, having spent all of his adult
life in the service of his fellow citizens.
He was in some ways a simple, unas-
suming man, and in other ways, an ex-
tremely complicated one. He loved peo-
ple, his family, history, the United
States marines, the state of Maryland,
the Democratic Party, and America.
He served all of them in turn, and
served them with enthusiasm and
faithfulness.

Louis was larger than life when he
lived, and he will become even larger in
a his death. The Louis stories that are
legend now will geometrically multiply
in years to come. Hopefully, however,
we will not lose the reality along the
way: his genuine, heartfelt prayer that
God would bless each of us real good;
his observation that our gift to God
was service to others, and his shining
example of such service; his brilliance
in the administration of his office; and
his fidelity to Maryland’s citizens and
the stewardship of their money.

He was, Mr. Speaker, an unforget-
table character who made everyone
feel that they were his close friend and
objects of his genuine concern, as, in-
deed, they were. Some thought him
hokey, but they saw only the facade.
To know Louis was to know how deeply
he cared about democracy and individ-
ual freedom and civil liberties, and how
committed he was to ensuring that
every American young person had an
opportunity to excel to the limit of his
or her talent, and their willingness to
expend effort and energy in the pursuit
of their goals; how much of his own
time and extraordinary political skills
he spent ensuring that Washington Col-
lege and the University of Maryland
were places where excellence was en-
couraged and facilitated; how much he
valued the principles of his party, and
how strongly he fought for its can-
didates.

Mr. Speaker, I do not know whether
Members have ever met Louis Gold-
stein, how many of our colleagues have
met him. I suspect many. He lit up a
room and a podium, a campaign trail
and another candidate’s events, or cer-

tainly his own. He brought common
sense and uncommon intellect and in-
tegrity to the business of politics.

God granted to Louis and to us 85
vigorous years which Louis used to the
utmost. God indeed blessed us real
good through the force of nature we
knew for the past 40 years as our comp-
troller; arguably, the most popular tax
collector in the history of the world.

Louis Goldstein was a wonderful
servant to Maryland and America, and
his death is a tragic loss for all. But
the happy note is that his life was not
a tragedy at all. It was a victory, a
celebration, a joy. Louis Goldstein
loved life and he gave it his all. He
served as a public official for 51 out of
his 85 years, not out of a need for power
or money or even attention, but out of
his earnest desire to help those less for-
tunate and make a difference in the
lives of others. His legacy will no doubt
live on, and serve as a much needed
model for future leaders of our State,
for future leaders of our country.

All of us would do well to emulate his
charity towards all and malice towards
none. Louis Lazarus Goldstein will be
missed.

Louis Lazarus Goldstein first came
into my life in 1962, 36 years ago. He
was my friend, he was my mentor, he
was an adviser and counselor. He was
an extraordinary human being. He
ended every speech, as I have alluded
to, with, ‘‘May God bless you all real
good.’’ God blessed us through Louis
Goldstein.

f

THE LAURIE BEECHMAN MEMO-
RIAL ACT, BIPARTISAN LEGISLA-
TION TO HELP DEFEAT OVARIAN
CANCER
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. FOX) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FOX of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise tonight to discuss important
legislation which I filed this week
which really makes a difference in the
lives of women across the country. I
speak of the Laurie Beechman Memo-
rial Act. Together with legislation I
have worked on with the gentlewoman
from Hawaii (Mrs. PATSY MINK), our
legislation is a brave, new, ambitious
attempt to eradicate ovarian cancer in
our lifetime.

Together with the gentlewoman from
Hawaii (Mrs. MINK) and others, we have
introduced legislation to increase by
$90 million per year money for a cure
for ovarian cancer.

Up until this point, Mr. Speaker,
ovarian cancer is not detected in any
early stages, and of course, therefore,
it makes it more difficult for us to
keep the patient alive and to have a
cure.

The Laurie Beechman Memorial Act
will have two facets, in addition to the
research. It will have an Information
and Education Act, which will increase
funding for educational and outreach
programs, including those which pro-
vide information to both the person
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with the illness as well as their family,
and will provide $10 million annually
from 1999 through 2003 for the purpose
of this outreach program.

Mr. Speaker, ovarian cancer is the
fifth leading cause of cancer death
among U.S. women. It is treatable
when detected early, but the vast ma-
jority of cases, as I said, are not diag-
nosed until it is too late. Raising pub-
lic awareness of ovarian cancer by edu-
cating doctors and women about the
disease can save lives and will save
lives. More ovarian cancer research is
needed to develop reliable diagnostics,
better therapies, and to learn how to
prevent the disease.

We named the act after someone in
my district who was famous all over
this country. Laurie Hope Beechman
died on March 8, 1998, after a 9-year
struggle with ovarian cancer. Her par-
ents and sisters reside in my district.

She grew up in the Delaware Valley
in Pennsylvania, and moved on to a
brilliant career on the Broadway stage
in New York, in productions including
Annie and the Pirates of Penzance and
Les Miserables. She was nominated for
a Tony award as the first female nar-
rator in Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Joseph
and the Technicolor Dreamcoat.

Besides all her outstanding work in
the theater and acting, she was a great
human being and a wonderful wife, sis-
ter and daughter, someone who really
made a difference in this world. She ap-
proached with dignity and grace her
career, her life work here on earth, and
her disease, with the kind of special
sensitivity and courage that she faced
all of life.

So this legislation we have filed is in
dedication to Laurie Beechman, in
hopes that we will find a cure, and we
will save more women’s live in the
United States because of passage of
this important legislation.

f

TRIBUTE TO LOUIE GOLDSTEIN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CARDIN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, I want to
join my colleague, the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. HOYER) in paying trib-
ute to Louie Goldstein, who died on
July 3rd. Louie Goldstein was Mr.
Maryland, Mr. Public servant, Mr. In-
tegrity. He loved public service, and
the people loved Louis Goldstein.

In 1966, when I was first elected to
the Maryland General Assembly, Louie
Goldstein had already completed his
eighth year as comptroller of Mary-
land. He had been comptroller for 40
years. First and foremost, he did an
outstanding job as the comptroller of
our State. Maryland enjoys a AAA
bond rating, one of the few States in
the Nation, thanks to Louie Goldstein.
He watched over our State Treasury
like no one else did.

I had the opportunity, and I know
that the gentleman from Maryland
(Mr. HOYER) did also, to travel with

Louie Goldstein to New York, to Wall
Street, and watch him as he explained
the intricacies of Maryland finance to
the bond rating firms in New York.
Maryland maintained its AAA bond
rating because of the confidence Wall
Street had in Maryland and Louie
Goldstein. He saved the people of Mary-
land millions and millions of dollars.
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Louie was an extraordinary cam-
paigner. Those that had the privilege of
watching him and his campaign activi-
ties marveled at his love for our sys-
tem. He attended Democratic conven-
tions from before I was born. The zip
trips that were organized in Maryland
where we traveled all over the State in
order to campaign for State wide office
Louie organized. And there are so
many stories, I see the gentlewoman
from Maryland (Mrs. MORELLA) also on
the floor, many interesting stories. One
time Louie was campaigning in west-
ern Maryland. Someone told him that
he accidentally had gone across the
State line in West Virginia. He did not
know it. Two hours later, Louie was
still campaigning in West Virginia be-
cause, he said, you never know when
you are going to find someone who has
a relative in Maryland.

Then there was the time that we
were going from one town to another.
Everyone on the bus sort of relaxed a
little while, got something to drink.
But Louie was still at the window wav-
ing at a field. We asked, why are you
there at the window waving? He said,
maybe there is someone in that barn
over there looking out at us. He did not
want to miss or offend a single person
in our State.

The comptroller serves on the Board
of Public Works, one of three, along
with the governor and the treasurer,
that is responsible for many of the de-
cisions of government on what leases
should be approved or what land can be
bought or sold. Louie Goldstein knew
just about every piece of land in our
State personally from having visited
that area.

When decisions had to be made as to
what was in the best interest of our
State, Louie could always be counted
on to do what was right for the people
of Maryland, saving our taxpayers,
again, millions and millions of dollars.
That is just the way he was. He under-
stood people. He was a good friend. He
gave hope to all people that you could
accomplish anything you wanted to.

The gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
HOYER) pointed out his service at
Washington College and at the Univer-
sity of Maryland. He was their number
one cheerleader, whether it was at a
basketball game or whether it was the
academic program, lobbying in Annap-
olis.

First and foremost, he was a south-
ern Marylander, coming from the dis-
trict now represented by the gentleman
from Maryland (Mr. HOYER). The peo-
ple of southern Maryland he under-
stood. He was part of the culture of

that great, great part of our State, and
he will always be remembered for ev-
erything that he has done.

Mr. Speaker, he died on July 3 after
attending a 4th of July parade, one of
many that he had planned during the
4th of July holiday. He had just read
with his family the Declaration of
Independence, which was a tradition
that he observed on every 4th of July
because that was important to him as
a great patriot of our country. He lived
a great life of 85 years, and I know that
all of us send our sincere condolences
to his family.

May God bless Louie Goldstein real
good. We are all blessed for having
known him.

f

FURTHER REMEMBRANCE OF
LOUIS GOLDSTEIN

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHOOD). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentlewoman from Mary-
land (Mrs. MORELLA) is recognized for 5
minutes.

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, it is
nice to follow my colleagues from
Maryland in tribute to a man that we
all loved who was indeed Mr. Maryland.
Whoever thought you could love a tax
collector, but that was Louie Gold-
stein. He was our tax collector, and ev-
erybody did loved him. Whether they
were Independents, whether they were
Republicans, whether they were Demo-
crats, they were all citizens of Mary-
land and all good folk, as far as Louie
was concerned.

I first met Louie Goldstein when I
was in the State legislature serving
with the gentleman from Maryland
(Mr. CARDIN) when been was speaker. I
was on the Appropriations Committee
and, indeed, Louie would come in and
he would give us his estimate about
what was happening with regard to the
finances of the State. It was interest-
ing how he could point to any one of
the members of that committee, and he
could remember and he could reveal
anecdotes about their background,
about their lives, about the district
that they represented, an incredible
memory, the kind of memory that we
in public service only wish that we had,
where we could remember everything
about all of the people with whom we
work.

He did serve on that very powerful
Board of Public Works. He, with the
governor and with the treasurer, had a
tremendous amount of power. And as
has been mentioned, he used it exceed-
ing well. He was a very prudent man,
came off as kind of corn pone in terms
of the folksy humor, but had a brilliant
intellect and a sense of good invest-
ment. And yes, indeed, he did love
southern Maryland, Calvert County,
which our colleague, the gentleman
from Maryland (Mr. HOYER), represents
and where I have a little log cabin. I
drive on that highway which says,
dedicated to Louie Goldstein.
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